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Peer-to-Peer Volunteer Email Template 
 
Dear XXXX, 
 
I wanted to check in and see how you were doing during these unsettling times. I must admit 
that I was hesitant to write because of uncertainty about how the pandemic is affecting you and 
yours. If you have the time, please do let me know how you are doing. As for me, (insert 
personal story). I hope you are doing well, too.  
 
Knowing how quickly and how well the college community responded to the myriad challenges 
that COVID-19 presented has made me proud of our alma mater. The college issued credits 
equal to 50% of spring housing and meal plan charges to students. By not offsetting the credit 
with financial aid, Wheaton showed its commitment to students and their families during this 
challenging time. Even now, about 60 students, who for a variety of reasons could not return 
home, are still on campus. It is the Wheaton Way to look out for each other.  
 
The care and support that we provide each other have led me to ask for your help on behalf of 
Wheaton. The college is thoughtfully and methodically addressing the financial losses and 
uncertain future revenue brought on by this crisis with a firm gaze on enabling the College to 
continue to provide a transformative educational experience to generations of students to 
come—and that means that our support is vital now. A gift to the Student Relief Fund, which 
was launched in March by the Wheaton Fund, will deliver immediate support to our students--
and demonstrate the support of the wonderful Class of XXXX. I hope you will join me on 
Saturday, May 16 at 2:00 p.m. EST in watching President Dennis M. Hanno update alumni 
about what is coming next for Wheaton. Janet Lebovitz ‘72, Board of Trustees, Chair, and 
Joshua S. Bauchner ’95, Alumni Association President, will also share highlights from the 
Alumni Association. Please register by May 13 using this link.  
 
If you haven’t already, I do hope you will join me in supporting the Student Relief Fund. If you 
have already made a gift, thank you. Our support is more vital now than ever. 
 
Wishing you continued peace and good health, 
XXXX 
 
Examples of Volunteer Class Letters 
 
1960 
Dear forever ’60 classmates, 
 
We hope that you and your families are doing well and have had a COVID-19 vaccination. 
Spring has finally arrived and it’s wonderful to see the progress that has been made since this 
time last year. Wheaton has led among multiple institutions in the way that it has handled the 
pandemic and kept its students safe with costly twice weekly testing. Both in-person and hybrid 
distance learning is available to students in the Wheaton community. 



Wheaton is dedicated to igniting the spark of possibility in today’s students. As you think back to 
your time at Wheaton, you will undoubtedly recall the many aspects of campus life that made a 
lifelong impact on you – that were fueled by the generosity of those who came before you. 
  
Keeping Wheaton financially strong is something we all can do. Please join us in making a gift 
to the Wheaton Fund today. Your generosity, no matter the size, makes a significant impact for 
our class – a metric that is used when assessing college rankings. You may even want to give 
specifically to the Class of 1960 Wheaton Fund Scholarship, just be sure to make a note you 
would like your gift to be credited to our class scholarship. This is a critical scholarship because 
it provides much-needed financial aid right away to deserving Wheaton students. Recipient(s) 
benefit from the Class of 1960’s annual donations through the Wheaton Fund. 
 
You can also support the Wheaton of tomorrow by making arrangements to include Wheaton in 
your estate plans. This type of contribution is called a planned gift, and anyone who leaves a 
planned gift at Wheaton is welcomed into the college's Founders Society. If you are interested 
in leaving a bequest or another planned gift to Wheaton, you may wish to specifically support 
the Class of 1960 Endowed Fund Scholarship. This endowed fund will exist in perpetuity, which 
means that it will benefit the college indefinitely to support future generations of Wheaton 
students. Please contact the Advancement Office and they will be happy to talk with you if you 
have questions or would like to learn more. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this message, and above all, thank you for your 
commitment to Wheaton. 
 
All the best, 
Margie (Helm) Feller and Suzy (Townsend) Purrington 
Wheaton Fund Co-Chairs 
Sue (Birge) Isetorp and Nancy (Nichols) Van Metre 
Gift Planning Co-Chairs 
 
1961 
Dear Class of Wheaton ‘61 
 
It’s now May 1st and some seven weeks or so since we have been ‘sheltered’ in our homes due 
to COVID-19. 
 
My hope is that you are finding community within the confines of your spaces through the 
internet and random acts of kindness, that you are able to enjoy the unfolding of spring in the 
great outdoors, time to read, time to be creative and most important that you continue to be well. 
It is hard to know as ’seniors' just when it will feel safe to go out and about. We will just have to 
be guided by the CDC, the scientist’s best information and our own internal sense (and no doubt 
some coaching from family :-) 
 



These are challenging times and I’m sure we are all hopeful that the potential for good will 
emerge. When we look around many concerns leap to mind: what businesses will not survive, 
how long will it take for the economy to recover, how will some of our own family members 
manage job loss, how will our grandchildren handle on-line learning and the possibility of not 
going back to campuses across the nation in the fall and few prospects for summer jobs. By 
resolve and resilience, I think. 
 
As you can imagine Wheaton is grappling with many decisions. Under the energetic, thoughtful 
and insightful leadership of Dennis Hanno, the powers to be are creating strategies for different 
teaching/learning scenarios. His approach to address the landscape of learning, on campus or 
off, virtual or in real-time is creative, positive, flexible and considered.  
 
While it is difficult to write this, I’m sure you understand. Wheaton needs our consideration if at 
all possible to navigate through these economic challenges. Our class leaders, Beth Chalmers 
Cossey and Deb Dillingham Green would be appreciative of any amount that you might be able 
to give to the Wheaton Fund for fiscal year 2019-2020 which ends June 30, 2020. If you have 
already given, thank you so much. As you know we treasure our legacy of participation and it is 
remarkable. Our class never ceases to amaze me with its sense of loyalty and compassion, 
qualities precious always especially at this time. 
 
My wish for you: be well and stay well 
With gratitude for each of you W ‘61 
Terry and all the Leadership Team 
 
1969 
Dear Everyone, 
 
I hope this finds you well and safe.  I cannot imagine how those of you in NYC are making this 
work, but you are on the first wave and, sadly, others will soon get to "untenable".  The collision 
of the virus with Lent, Palm Sunday, Passover and Easter has made me reflect on how grateful I 
am for my family, for the kindnesses of strangers, for the awareness of community, particularly 
the medical one, and friendships, yours being so vital.  This peaceful, yet not unbusy, time has 
emphasized the laughter I find in simple silliness, the clarity of the skies and the sunsets, even 
the calm of the incessant rain, the rechanneled energy of exercise, a relistening to our music, a 
chance to organize my office, my drawers, my closets ad infinitum and maybe even paint.  
Never have I had so many daily jokes or struggled with so many dogs!  Never have I actually 
seen so many neighbors in the streets!  And I have had time to pause and watch my children 
adapt: our son to the largest market collapse in history, our daughter designing over Zoom, all of 
them home schooling--either themselves or their children, one set remodeling their home.  By 
cutting out the noise of every day, we can rejoice in the inner quiet that comes from cutting to 
the basics of life.  Home schooling may not be anyone's cup of tea, but there are indelible 
memories for all. 
 



The beauty of Andrea Bocelli's voice launched across an empty Duomo in Milan yesterday was 
so uplifting that it made me cry.  The beauty of the architecture worldwide in empty streets is 
awe-inspiring.  We will get through this as we have through so many other wars, but the 
casualties will be untold and deep.  My wish for all of us is health and resilience, but in a deeper 
way, to be in touch with the beauty each of us has created just by being part of a community 
unique in our four years (or less) at Wheaton.  We are blessed. 
 
All the best, 
Annsley 
 
1971 
Dear Fellow '71'ers, 
 
When I volunteered to draft the class letter for our spring mailing, I had no idea that we would all 
be getting adept at “social distancing” and keeping our spirits up by sharing memes and 
inspirational quotes on cyberspace. But here we are. Wheaton students have left campus and 
professors all around the country are working hard to adapt their classrooms to an online basis. 
No one knows how long this will last or whether commencements and class reunions will take 
place this spring. We do know that the Boston Marathon has been postponed until September 
and that the 2020 Olympics in Tokyo will not take place on schedule. 
 
But we also know that Wheaton has responded amazingly well, acting swiftly and decisively to 
empty campus while at the same time protecting vulnerable students who had nowhere to go. 
The College is also drawing on the bedrock sense of community and connection that has 
always been the hallmark of a Wheaton education. I know I have drawn closer to my Wheaton 
friends during this time and have been especially cognizant of those in our class who live 
abroad. So far, we have heard from classmates in Florence, Italy, the UK, and southwest 
France that they are worried but okay. As the situation worsens here in the US, I hope you will 
also reach out to your Wheaton friends and report back how everyone is coping. What is so 
apparent at a time like this is how much we care about one another and about the community 
that brought us together 50 or more years ago. 
 
I also know that Wheaton both needs and deserves our financial support, now more than ever. 
While schools like Harvard and MIT have almost unlimited resources to weather whatever crises 
may occur, we know that Wheaton operates on a much more modest scale. We have always 
managed to accomplish more with less, punching above our pay scale so to speak, but external 
forces like this pandemic can blow a real hole in an operating budget, and very quickly. What is 
needed now, more than ever, is for all of us to pitch in for the Wheaton Annual Fund, whether 
you have ever given before or not. The amount you give is largely immaterial, although we are 
suggesting a base gift of $71 in honor of our class. You have probably seen the announcement 
of a newly created Emergency Student Relief Fund, which is a wonderful way to target your help 
directly to those needing it most. Please consider giving even if you have never done so before. 
 



I hope you will take time during this pandemic to reach out to your Wheaton friends and ask 
them how they are doing. Ask them to consider supporting Wheaton financially during this 
critical time. Most of all, I hope you and your families will stay well and find ways to create 
community and connection with one another, just as Wheaton is doing this spring with students 
no longer on campus. Perhaps you might even consider sharing with us how current events are 
playing out in your own lives—by clicking here, Cindy Smith Pendergast could then include your 
stories in the class notes section of the alumni magazine. 
 
Now, more than ever, you are dearer to me than I could have imagined when we all went our 
separate ways in 1971. We’ve done a lot of living during the past five decades and have much 
to celebrate. Let’s begin that celebration now, even if we have to stay at least six feet away from 
each other! 
 
Love to all! 
Sooie Anthony Wilson 
Anne Caroselli Reenstierna 
Leslie Fisher Muir 
 
1975 
Dear Alumnae and Friends, 
 
What a difference a month makes—who knew that the celebration of the great Class of ’75 
would require a world turned upside down? Now that’s some kind of power! When I was thinking 
about themes for March and April, before the world was handed a pandemic, several important 
celebrations came to light, including Women’s History Month in March and Black Women’s 
History Month in April. Two important considerations as we reflect upon what it meant to be a 
graduate of a women’s institution at the time. Financial Literacy Month also falls in April—
something important to our discussion as we think about our gifts to Wheaton. Not to underplay 
the seriousness of our world situation on all fronts, nevertheless, having also survived the virus, 
personally, my perspective leads me to follow the Brits who, at least in theory “keep calm and 
carry on,” while also looking for important ways to reach out to my neighbor, be that figuratively 
or through email and by giving what we are able. 
 
We have also heard from Wheaton that in light of the pandemic and our students being sent 
home, there is an immediate financial need to assist them in both getting home and in 
organizing online education for them throughout the end of the semester. To that end, I would 
encourage and ask you to focus your gift this year on the Student Relief Fund through the 
WHEATON FUND, where those funds can be utilized for these critical needs at this time. 
 
Our class fundraising update: 
Since our last letter, we have raised almost $9,000, bringing our current total to $24,930 against 
a goal of $41,000. 
35 of you have made these gifts—out of a graduating class of 287. 
 



So, I am inviting more of you to jump into Peacock Pond, figuratively, and be a part of this! 
 
Once again, there are many simple options to get there—and also help Wheaton students in 
need: 
16 of you at $1,000 and we are there! 
32 of you at $500 and we are there! 
64 of you at $250 and we are there! 
 
Finally, I know that we are waiting to learn whether we will celebrate our reunion and graduation 
in May. Regardless of whether we are there in person this year, our class leadership will speak 
volumes to the rest of the Wheaton community. I ask you to be a part of what we are building 
together this year. If you have already given and realize you can give some more, do it, if you’ve 
been sitting on the sidelines these many years, join in, if your life is turned upside down, let us 
know and still give a token gift. If we face the fear and not allow it to paralyze us, we are all the 
stronger for it AND our wisdom and life experience will help others put this into perspective, as 
dire as it now appears to be. It will take individuals, coming together, to address whatever the 
multiple challenges in front of us are and I know that my Wheaton education and life has 
prepared me to think critically, separate falsity from truth and has provided me with a foundation 
of knowledge and confidence to move forward in many of life’s difficult moments. 
 
SO I FERVENTLY INVITE YOU TO BE A JOINER— BE AN ACTIVE PART OF YOUR 
WHEATON COMMUNITY, WHERE WHAT YOU DO MATTERS MORE THIS YEAR THAN 
EVER BEFORE. 
 
I look forward to your reply and participation! 
 
This is what ‘abundant living’ is all about. 
 
With warm regards, 
Hope Gallagher Ogletree ’75 
Wheaton Fund Gift Chair 
 
2004 
Dear xxx, 
 
I hope this note finds you well. 
 
Just think 17 years ago, we were gearing up for Rosecliff and our Disorentation at Mohegan 
Sun right now. How has the time flown by so quickly? In talking to our friends in Mary Lyon, they 
keep telling me all the great things that the current students are doing to keep themselves busy 
and still have fun in this most unique of times. 
 



Please join me today by making a gift to Wheaton this year to help to support Wheaton and all 
the fantastic students there so they can continue to have fun around the Dimple. Your donation 
will make a difference in a student’s life! 
 
Any gift that you can give is greatly appreciated, and you can click here to make your gift to 
what you see to be most fit to support. 
Thanks so much! 
 
All the best, 
Matt Lucerto ‘04 
 
2015 
Hi Class of 2015, 
 
We hope you all are staying healthy and finding comforting activities during this time of social 
distancing. 
 
We heard a lot last week about how we can help current Wheaton students (if you missed it and 
want to know more click here), but right now we want to talk about how we can help one 
another. 
 
First and foremost, we want to acknowledge our classmates working on the front lines of this 
pandemic. From the doctors, nurses, and EMTs, to the teachers keeping students on an even 
keel, to those staffing our grocery stores, to-go services, and transportation businesses, thank 
you all for the hard work you are putting in. If you’d like to reach out to these individuals, 
something as simple as a ‘thank you’ may go a long way. Or perhaps let them know you are 
only a phone call away if they need someone to talk to. 
 
Second, there’s been no call on reunion yet, but odds are we won’t be gathering on campus this 
May. So let’s put our heads together and come up with ideas on how we can stay connected. If 
you have any suggestions, please let us know! 
 
Finally, take care of yourselves—both your physical and mental health. This is a tough time for 
all of us (drastic understatement), but we’re going to get through it. 
 
We hope you, your family, and your friends are staying strong in this difficult time. 
 
Best, 
Amanda, Caity, and Emily  
 
 
 
 
 

https://wheatoncollege.edu/alumni/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ways to Give 
 

Giving information on Wheaton’s website 
 
Check or Money Order 
Make check or money order payable to Wheaton College and send to: 
Wheaton College | Advancement | 26 E. Main Street | Norton, MA 02766 
  
Credit or Debit Card Gifts / Secure Online Gifts 
If you wish to make a credit/debit card gift to Wheaton College you may visit 
wheatoncollege.edu/giving or call the Wheaton Fund team at (508) 286-8226 or toll free at (800) 
896-3145, option 2.  
 
PayPal 
Search for Wheaton College Massachusetts on your PayPal App 
 
Venmo 
Find us @WheatonMA using your Venmo App 
 
Text to Give 
Text the word Wheaton to 56512 to receive a giving link directly to your cell phone. Message & 
data rates may apply. 
 
Gifts of Securities  
If you physically hold the shares: The stock certificate and a stock power must be sent to the 
Wheaton College Finance Office. Your stock power must include a guaranteed signature. For 

https://wheatoncollege.edu/giving/ways-to-give/


security reasons, this information should be sent in a separate envelope from the stock 
certificate. Both items should be sent to: 
  
Wheaton College | Finance Office | 26 E. Main Street | Norton, MA 02766 
  
If the stock or mutual fund is held electronically in a brokerage account, and the security 
is being transferred by a broker: Instruct your broker to transfer security to the following 
broker account that Wheaton holds: 
  
Charles Schwab & Co. DTC 
Clearing # 0164, Code 40 For the account of:  
Wheaton College Account #: 9949-0265 
  
If you have security transfer questions, you may contact LVW Advisors (Wheaton’s Investment 
Consultant) directly at:  Kathryn Leenhouts (585) 267-4911. 
  
Please ask your broker to include “your name” and the phrase “For the benefit of Wheaton 
College, Norton MA” in the transfer instructions. 
  
Please notify Wheaton College of your gift of securities at: Wheaton College Finance Office  
Email: finance@wheatoncollege.edu | Phone: (508) 286-8208 | Fax: (508) 286-3475 
Details to provide: Name of donor | Name of stock(s)/mutual fund(s) | Number of shares | Gift 
designation 
  
Gifts by Wire and ACH Transfer 
Wire transfer direct to: Wells Fargo | 18 Main Street | East Hartford, CT 06188  
Details to include:  
Beneficiary:  Wheaton College, Norton MA  
Payment Details:  Your name and designation of the gift 
For credit to the account of: 
Wheaton College | Account Number: 002014102160793 | ABA: 121000248  
Swift Code: WFBIUS6S (for incoming foreign wires) 
Wheaton College Tax ID #04-2103638 
 
More Helpful Information 
 
Where to learn more about Wheaton’s COVID-19 response: 
You can look here for constantly updated information. 
 
Ways to virtually connect:  
Wheaton has put together a web page that helps the members of the community connect 
virtually.  
 
About the fundraising year: 

https://wheatoncollege.blog/student-life-events/student-health-services/statement-regarding-coronavirus/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/alumni/staying-connected/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/alumni/staying-connected/


Wheaton College operates on a fiscal year that runs from July 1 through June 30. The Wheaton 
Fund fundraising year runs on the same. 
 
About endowments: 
There has been much talk in the news about college endowments. It seems some people are 
under the impression that endowments can be accessed like bank accounts. In reality, the 
endowment must be carefully maintained in perpetuity and is largely restricted. That means that 
those people who establish endowed funds very often restrict their use, such as by establishing 
a scholarship fund for students from the Midwest studying biology.  
 
About matching gifts: 
Corporate matching gifts are a great way to maximize personal contributions to the college and 
increase the impact of their gift. By utilizing one’s company’s matching gift benefit, one may be 
able to double or even triple a gift. Please click here to see if a company has a matching gift 
program. 
 
 
 
About Wheaton’s giving societies: 
    ●    Slype Sustainer Program 
You can choose to make your gift in automatic monthly installments—turning your annual gift 
into an affordable way to support Wheaton College by becoming a member of the Slype 
Sustainer program. 
 
 ● Mary Lyon Leadership Society 
The Mary Lyon Leadership Society recognizes and honors those who support the college 
through gifts to the Wheaton Fund at a leadership level. Leadership giving by members of the 
Mary Lyon Leadership Society accounts for, on an annual basis, more than 85 percent of the 
Wheaton Fund. Increased annual giving to the college has not only helped to address pressing 
needs, but has also reduced spending of endowment income, thus preserving Wheaton's long-
term financial resources. Please click here to see the Mary Lyon Leadership Society giving 
levels. 
 
 ● 1834 Society 
Named for Wheaton’s founding year as a female seminary, the 1834 Society provides the 
much-deserved recognition to those loyal donors that contribute to the college through the 
Wheaton Fund each and every year. 
  
● Founders Society 
By telling the college that you have Wheaton in your will or estate plan, or by establishing a life-
income gift with the college, you help ensure that Eliza Baylies Wheaton’s dream for Wheaton 
College is realized. We welcome new members of the Founders Society no matter the size of 
the gift. 
 

https://www.matchinggifts.com/wheatoncollege
https://www.matchinggifts.com/wheatoncollege
https://wheatoncollege.edu/giving/ways-to-give/slypesustainer/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/giving/ways-to-give/slypesustainer/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/giving/societies/mary-lyon-leadership-society/

