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A review of the article

The Genome Warrior

Craig Venter has grabbed the lead in the quest for biology’s Holy Grail

by Richard Preston

The New Yorker, June 12 2000, p66-83.
Read this article and answer the questions below in preparation for the guest lecture by Professor Betsey Dyer, Biology on Wednesday, Feb. 6. Please complete this sheet before her talk. I will collect them in class.
Name:









(1) Venter suggests that we might want tostore our gene sequences on “smart cards” that doctors could read in order to determine diseases that we might be vulnerable to get. Do you think this is a good idea? (Defend your why or why not; use a neat outline with numbers or bullets to summarize your reasoning).
(2) The author tasted some DNA. What did it taste like and what is it about its structure that made it taste that way? 

(3) 
Why do the computing labs at Celera have nerf guns and other toys? (see p. 76)

(1) (4) 
Why does Norton Zinder call the completion of the sequence the beginning of the beginning? (see p83)
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