
University of Canterbury 
Faculty Engagement model
The University of Canterbury is pleased to 
offer a new programme for Study Abroad that 
provides funding support for US faculty members 
to engage with a Study Abroad semester. We 
welcome US partner, and potential partner, 
universities who wish to join with UC to offer a 
semester in New Zealand with your own faculty 
participation.

Key features:
• Flexible funding model – funding will be 

provided for US faculty to accompany a cohort 
of semester Study Abroad students to New 
Zealand. Faculty may accompany the students 
for a selected short term period, and may wish 
to teach their own course to the cohort or 
engage in a period of research abroad.

• Students enrol in a full-length semester 
abroad programme at UC and choose courses 
from across UC’s wide range of subjects in 
Science, Engineering, Liberal Arts, Forestry, 
Business, Education and more. As part of UC’s 
Study Abroad programme, the student cohort 
enjoys access to a fully supported semester 
at UC, including pastoral care, guaranteed 
accommodation and full recreation and 
campus facilities.

• UC will work closely with you to design a 
themed or tailored semester as required. A 
number of unique subject areas are available, 
including the opportunity to include a strong 
New Zealand cultural focus with course 
options in Maori and Indigenous Studies. UC 
also offers an extensive range of experiential 
courses designed to take students beyond 
the classroom and engage with the local 
community and environment, including 
Internships, Entrepreneurship in Practice, 
Service Learning and Community Engagement, 
as well as science field study utilising New 
Zealand’s most extensive network of university 
field stations.

Study Abroad  
Faculty Engagement

Select timing for faculty 
engagement

Select student workload 
at UC

Select faculty engagement 
model

Pre semester Full course load (60 pts) Teaching a course to own 
university cohort

Mid semester Minimum load (45 pts) and 
home university course

Research period

Post semester

Funding 
US faculty accompanying a cohort of students 
receive an airfare grant of up to NZD $2500 and a 
stipend of NZD $150 per day for up to 20 days. 

A minimum cohort of 8 students is required. 
Students may also apply for UC’s Study Abroad 
awards, which offer financial assistance for study 
at UC.

A suggested model is a home university course 
to be taught in January, prior to the start of UC’s 
Semester 1, followed by student enrolment in 
UC’s first semester (February to June).

Students may take a full semester load at UC  
(60 points) or a minimum load (45 points/3 
courses) to allow space for a course to be taught 
by their faculty member.
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Programme examples

General focus

Example: University of USA @ UC
• University of USA faculty member travels 

with students to New Zealand in January and 
teaches a two or three week University of USA 
course to their students prior to UC’s semester

• Students enrol in standard semester load at 
UC, commencing in mid February

Specific Academic Focus

Example: University of USA @ UC –  
Entrepreneurship in New Zealand
• University of USA students travel to New 

Zealand and engage in a themed semester 
focusing on entrepreneurship

• Students enrol in a three quarter load, 
including two UC business papers of their 
choice and BSNS 290, UC’s entrepreneurship 
project course

• The US faculty member travels to UC and 
teaches a two week course to University of 
USA students. 

• Students participate in challenges at UC’s 
Centre for Entrepreneurship throughout the 
semester and engage in critical reflection for 
the University of USA.

Discipline focus

Example: University of USA @ UC  –  
Science in New Zealand
• Students select from a range of UC science 

courses offering field study in New Zealand’s 
South Island, ranging from marine biology to 
geology. 

• Students enrol in MAOR 172, a UC course 
situating Science within the context of Maori 
and indigenous knowledge

• University of USA faculty member teaches a 
two week science course to University of USA 
students

A range of disciplines and subjects are available 
across UC’s five academic Colleges.
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For expressions of 
interest, please contact:
Anna Foster
Study Abroad Manager 
anna.foster@canterbury.ac.nz

UC Study Abroad at a Glance

World class academic quality
Established in 1873 by scholars of Oxford and 
Cambridge Universities and ranked in the 
world’s top 1% (QS 2018), UC offers world 
recognised programmes and facilities. These 
include the most extensive network of field 
stations of any New Zealand university.  
UC was the first university in New Zealand 
to receive the prestigious QS 5-star ranking 
for overall excellence*.

Innovative programmes
Over 100 different programmes are offered 
across 5 Colleges (Arts, Business and Law, 
Education, Engineering and Science). 
Whatever your academic interests, UC has a 
broad selection of courses to choose from.

Vibrant student community
Students on campus have a choice of 
modern accommodation and access to all 
the amenities of a fully equipped student 
village. UC features a thriving student 
association plus over 150 student led clubs 
catering to a huge range of interests.

Gateway to outdoors
Located in Christchurch, the largest city in  
New Zealand’s South Island, UC is on the 
doorstep of a huge outdoor “playground”.  
The city’s location on the East coast makes  
it a perfect environment for recreation – 
beautiful sandy beaches are close by and 
skiing and snowboarding can be found at 
five ski fields within 90 minutes of the city. 
Christchurch is also a gateway to some 
of the South Island’s most breathtaking 
landscapes, from mountains and glaciers to 
rainforests and beaches.
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