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December  

2011 

Well, as they say, itõs that time of year again. Itõs the holiday season. A time when people are a little bit 

friendlier, the weather is a little bit colder, and money is a little bit tighter than usual (although these 

days, it seems impossible that it could get any tighter).  

 

Iõm happy to be spending my first holidays with the Wheaton community. As a fairly new employee, I 

havenõt had the chance to see what happens when students cram for their finals and prepare to vacate 

campus for a few weeks. And Iõve never been quite so close to the Christmas lights at the crossroads of 

Norton center. In the Communications Office, our building faces the green, and itõs lovely to leave work 

at dusk and see the glow of those lights across the street.  

 

This year, Iõm enjoying the holiday preparations a little bit differently. Iõm able to play holiday music in 

my new office ña luxury which I never had before. Last week, I participated in a cooking class offered 

by Dining Services. Executive Chef Courtney Cournoyer taught a group of us how to prepare a complete 

holiday dinner including ham, mac and cheese, and apple pie. It was fun working side -by-side with 

students and staff. And Iõm excited to attend the upcoming gatherings and campus parties with all of 

my new colleagues. 

 

During this celebratory season, there is yet another reason to propose a toast: last month, the college 

reached a very significant milestone. Donations to the Go Beyond: Campaign for Wheaton made a major 

breakthrough, reaching $100,000,000 (or $100 million, but doesnõt that number have more impact when 

you can actually see the zeros?).  

 

This achievement is also notable for an interesting coincidence. In 2012, Wheaton will celebrate its 

100th anniversary of becoming a four -year college. The hundreds abound!  

 

In my own home, I notice the 100 -phenomenon as well. At this time of year, I manually address 100 

òHappy Holidayó greeting cards to a few of my closest friends. I fight with strands of 100 miniature 

LED lights, strewing them over the hedges and that little fir tree, which seems to grow 100 inches 

every year. Lastly, I spend 100s of dollars on gifts for family members. (This year, Wheaton 

sweatshirts are my go -to gift!)  

 

Athletes run the 100 -meter dash. A newly opened pizza joint posts its first $100 bill on the wall behind 

the register. And this liberal arts institution celebrates 100 years of educating first young women, and 

then young men, with a college charter. I think this accomplishment is worth a bouquet of 100 roses.  

 

I hope that each of you enjoys the holiday break and hereõs wishing you all the best in 2012.  

 
Michelle Monti 

Photos Courtesy of 

Bernice Morrissey  

For more information or to 

submit your views, please 

contact the folks at the Staff 

News. 

 

Email submissions to 

snews@wheatoncollege.edu  

 

Staff Council 

Communications  

Committee:  

 

Michelle Monti   

 

Co-Chair:  

Bernice Morrissey  x3496 

 

Co-Chair:  

Judi Razee x 3795 

 

Co-Chair 

Alice Santos 

  

Lauren Slingluff 

Natureõs beauty is abundant on Wheaton Campus. 



2  

Campus  News  
 

. 

 

 
 

 

CLEAN WELL - LIGHTED          

APARTMENT FOR RENT                     

2 miles from campus. Two bedrooms, 700 

square feet.   $900/month includes 

heat.   Contact kanderso@wheatonma for 

photos or more  information.  

Fleece Dog Coats 

Custom made Patriots and Red Sox fleece 

dog  coats $25 each.  All proceeds benefit local 

nonprofit Animal Shelters and Rescue 

groups.    

Contact Karen at x3846 or  

carpenter_karen@wheatoncollege.edu 

 

 
Cat Care by Caroline  

Comfort for your stay - at - home cat  

Less stress for you and your cat!  

 

Please call Caroline Hughes: 774 265 5852   

Photo courtesy of Karen Carpenter 

Photo courtesy of Judi Razee 

My Favorite tree on the 

Wheaton Campus.  Do You 

know where it is?   
Judi  

mailto:carpenter_karen@wheatoncollege.edu
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Nominations for Staff Service Excellence Awards  

 

President's Award for Outstanding Service (for an individual staff member) 

Vision of Service Award (for a staff department or team) 

Gladys Kelley Memorial Award for Professional Development (for staff professional development funds) 

 

Just a reminder that it is time to submit nominations to recognize the excellent service of staff members and staff departments or 

teams, including an award that will provide a staff member with access to $500 to use for professional development (e.g. to attend 

conferences or workshops or to purchase self-study materials). 

 

President's Award for Outstanding Service.  Each year up to four staff members may be selected to receive the President's 

Award for Outstanding Service. This award includes a choice of one week's pay or an extra week of vacation, a reserved parking 

space, name placed on a plaque in Balfour Hood, and a special celebratory luncheon with the President. 

 

Vision of Service Award.  One staff department, committee or work team may be selected to receive the Vision of Service 

Award. This award includes a day off with pay for each team member, recognition on a plaque, and a special celebratory       

luncheon with the President. 

 

You can nominate a staff member by going to the Human Resources website: http://wheatoncollege.edu/hr/ under Department 

News and then Staff Nominations.  

 

If you do not have access to a computer, nomination forms for all awards are available from Human Resources or may be 

downloaded from the web at:  http://wheatoncollege.edu/hr/forms-publications/ 

 

The deadline for receipt of nominations is Friday, January 13th, 2012.  Award recipients will be announced at the March 22, 2012 

Service Awards program. 

 

Please take this opportunity to show your appreciation for outstanding service by submitting nominations for these awards. 

 
E.W. AMEN NURSERY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT FOR FALL 2012 

 
Enrollment Inquiries about now being taken for Wheaton faculty and staff children to attend the E.W. Amen 

Nursery School in Fall 2012.  Classes meet for 2.5 hours per day and are available for children 3-5 years of 

age.  Benefit eligible employees qualify for a tuition discount.  Open House visits are scheduled for January 

18 & 19.  ITôS IMPORTANT TO NOTIFY US AS SOON AS POSSIBLE OF YOUR INTEREST.  For 

more information, contact Deb Barac at dbarac@wheatonma or at extension 8220.  

Weather Emergencies  
Since Wheaton is primarily a residential college, our operations will normally continue unless 

weather conditions are so serious that a decision is made to close the college or delay      

opening.  When the weather is bad, you can find out if the college is closing or delaying   

opening by calling the announcement line at 286 -8285 or visiting the collegeõs home page at 

http://www/wheatoncollege.edu .  If there are no messages on the announcement line or home 

page, the college is open as usual. 

http://wheatoncollege.edu/hr/
http://wheatoncollege.edu/hr/forms-publications/
http://www/wheatoncollege.edu
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SUPPORT WHEATON WOMENõS BASKETBALL TEAM  

AND  

SUPPORT  THE LOCAL FOOD PANTRY  

 

Women's Basketball vs. Tufts at 2pm on Monday, January 16  

 

The Wheaton College Women's Basketball team and the Department of  

Athletics invites all staff and faculty to Emerson Gymnasium on Monday afternoon,  

January 16, for a special 2 p.m. game as the Lyons host the Tufts University  

Jumbos. In the spirit of Martin Luther King Day, the women's basketball  

program will be hosting a can drive. Although attendance to the game is  

free, we encourage everyone to bring a canned good with them to donate  

to our local food pantry.  

 

 

  

Let the Communications Committee feature your office or program next.    

Contact us via SNEWS@wheatoncollege.edu 

 

Congratulations to Ed and Sheila DoCouto on the 

adoption of their great -nephew, Freddy.  

On November 18, 2011, Ed and Sheila officially adopted 

Freddie at a ceremony held at the Brockton Courthouse on 

National Adoption Day.  

 

Ed, a supervisor in Building Services and Sheila, an Interior 

Designer, said the adoption made perfect sense, since the 

couple used to baby -sit Freddy when he was a baby. Freddy 

turned three years old two days after the      adoption.  

 

 

 

Meet Freddy  
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GREAT HOLIDAY GIFT FOR YOUR FAVOITE 

CHEF, WONDERFUL SHOWER GIFT OR 

STOCKING STUFFER. 

òCooking for a Cureó 

The Cookbook by the Frontliners of 

Wheaton College  

Available at the bookstore  

Cost $5.00  

All proceeds go to the Relay for Life, 

American Cancer Society.          

 

Looking for a gift?  

How about art or a handcrafted necklace?  

You can order art prints or jewelry  

created by Sandy Coleman at:  

 

http://www.etsy.com/shop/creationsbycoleman  

or  

http://www.redbubble.com/people/sandycoleman/

portfolio  

 

Contact her at  

 creationsbycoleman@hotmail.com  

 for custom orders.  

http://www.etsy.com/shop/creationsbycoleman
http://www.redbubble.com/people/sandycoleman/portfolio
http://www.redbubble.com/people/sandycoleman/portfolio
mailto:creationsbycoleman@hotmail.com
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Let us be your voice!  
 

The Employee Environment Committee would like to remind you that the staff 

council is your voice. We encourage you to let us help you find the answers you 

need or to express your concerns and opinions. You can do this either by 

emailing or talking to any of the members of staff council individually. Or you 

can email the staff council email address: staffcouncil@wheatoncollege.edu   

 

We will communicate with others at Wheaton to find the answers you need. And 

we will post those answers and your comments to the staff news or try to 

address them in an All Staff meeting. If you would prefer to remain anonymous, 

just let us know.  

 

The staff council are:  

 

Gary Ahrendts, co -chair  

Sara Smith, co -chair  

Becky Fassio, co-Secretary  

Susan McNary, co -Secretary  

Meghann Beaulieu (Nominations and Elections)  

Scott Hamlin (Employee Environment Committee)  

Chris Larrivey (Dining Oversight Committee)  

Melody Lothes (Nominations and Elections)  

Bernice Morrissey (Communications and Dining Oversight)  

Courtney Newman (Employee Environment Committee)  

Judi Razee (Communications) 

Alice Santos (Communications)  

mailto:staffcouncil@wheatoncollege.edu
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Ideas for Holiday Centerpieces on your table  

this holiday season éé. 
 

Make an Easy Table Topper  

Buy a garland of greenery (available at garden centers) to run down the length of your table. Send your 

kids out to collect pinecones, and use them as rustic toppers. (You can also buy pinecones at garden or 

craft stores.)  

 

Go With a Simple Centerpiece  

Another festive idea: Load a simple glass jar or bowl with multiples of the same fruit, nut, or 

monochromatic ornament. Trifle bowls can be filled with red apples and green baby artichokes and walnuts. 

Or do bowls of lemons and limes.  

 

Create Outdoor Decor  

For a subtle outdoor decoration, gather pinecones of various sizes and arrange them in a window box or in 

pots on your porch, sprinkling the tiniest ones on top. The weatherproof display should last until spring.  

 

Give the Kids a Holiday Craft  

A perfect, zero - supervision craft for kids is making aluminum - foil ring chains. All you need to give them is 

squares of foil (cut up a roll yourself or buy a box of precut sheets): no scissors, glue, or ñhuzzah!ñ

sparkles  

 

Set Up a Forest  

Decorate a buffet table with a trio of snowy cookie trees. Make a base frosting by beating together six 

egg whites and 3ı cups confectionersõ sugar. Spread a thin layer of frosting on a Styrofoam cone, then, 

working up from the bottom, overlap vanilla wafers (use straight pins to hold them in place until the 

frosting dries). Use a small sieve to dust each finished tree with confectionersõ sugar.  

Other tidbits for the holidayséé. 
 

While you are doing your holiday shopping, keep in mind that your AAA membership provides 

discounts at many retail locations such as the Wrentham Outlet stores.  In addition to retail 

discounts, AAA also provides a wide range of discounts on goods and services. For example, 

before you have the Geek Squad to your home, purchase pet supplies, or book your holiday 

travel, be sure and check out the discounts at  http://www.southernnewengland.aaa.com/sne/

discounts/index.php  

 

 

Think òdiscountsó while planning your holiday travel.  Be sure and check out http://

www.kayak.com/  for a quick price comparison before you book a flight.  For train travel, check 

out the promotions available on the www.amtrak .com/   òdealsó tab for discounts.  If you plan to 
travel by automobile, checking proper tire pressure can save on fuel costs and provides better 

traction.  

http://www.amtrak.com/servlet/ContentServer/Page/1237405732514/1237405732514
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Lunchtime BINGO!!  
Join Conference and Event Services on  

Tuesday, January 17 at 12:30 in the Davis Spencer Cafe  to play BINGO!  

 

This Bingo event is sponsored by Aramark/Wheaton College Dining Services   

and as òtreatsó will be provided we ask that you RSVP by Friday,  

January the 13 th in order for us to establish a head count.  

 

No items or payment is needed to play Bingo, all are welcome and anyone can play!  

 

Participants are still encouraged to bring lunch items and beverages to 

supplement the òtreatsó! 

 

Prizes  will be awarded for each game!!  
 

 

Future Bingo  

Save the Dates  

Wed, Feb 8, in the Atrium  

Thurs, Mar 15 in the Atrium  

Tues, April 10 in the Atrium  
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Wear Your  Jeans to Work!  
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22nd  

 

Do you spend time each morning staring into your closet wondering what to wear to 

work?  Well, here's one day where the decision might be a little easier.   Thursday, December 

22nd has been declared " Wear Your Jeans to Work Day ".  So check out your closet or your 

dresser drawers and find your favorite pair.   Perhaps you could wear them with your Wheaton 

colors, or maybe with a nice holiday sweater.   Dress them up, dress them down.   Traditional 

denim, trouser jeans, black denim, carpenter jeans éé any way you wear them, we hope you 

will at least be comfortable at work on the 22 nd.  Enjoy! 

 

Las Vegas Night at C
hristina's Function Hall in

 Foxboro MA [R
T 1N just 

North
 of th

e Stadium] th
is event is

 a fund-ra
iser fo

r th
e W

alpole Computer 

Foundation and Tickets are $20 each [in
 advance] by contacting  

Jim Madden x3847. T
ickets are $25 at th

e door. 

 

There are food ite
ms of various natures [in

cluded] and a cash bar. Y
ou can 

Play Black-Jack and other G
ames of C

hance. T
here is a { s eparate  

admission }  Texas Hold-em Tournament, a
s well. I

t's a lot of fu
n and 

raises money for a
 good cause! T

here are also Silent A
uction ite

ms, a     

50-50 Raffle
, and Raffle

 baskets. S
o much fun in one evening! 

SAVE THE DATE!
 

JANUARY 28, 2012
 

7pm until m
id-nite 

SAVE THE DATE!
 

JANUARY 28, 2012
 

7pm until m
id-nite 
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Submitted by Katherine McKay of Planned Giving Office - Park Hall  
 

 

Legacies :  Here's Mine. What's Yours?. 
 

Did you know all of your grandparents?  How about your great-grandparents?   If you had one hour to spend 

with them, what would you ask? What would you give to read a letter from a great-grandmother offering 

some hard-earned wisdom? 

 

Without those conversations, we can try piecing together their legacies from wills, obituaries, and archival 

records.   An obituary revealed the work my great grandfather, an arborist, performed at a university.   Could 

he ever imagine that the gardens he created would be rediscovered by his great-great grandson in a landscape 

architecture course?  It must have pleased my grandmother to hear her students read Homer and Euclid.  Was 

it her passion for ancient languages that spurs the great-granddaughter she never met to be a Classics major? 

And when I learned, from a newspaper clipping, she was a college trustee, I wondered, "Did that service 

somehow led me to my work in College Advancement?" 

 

Generations hence, someone will wonder about you.   What influences shaped your life? What lessons have 

you learned?    What stirs your heart? 

 

Wheaton is a perfect locale for me to indulge my fascination with legacies.    I peer at plaques around campus 

and imagine what motivated the named person to make such a gift.  Was it the whiteness of Cole Chapel's 

steeple against a crisp, clear winter blue sky?  The laughter of dear friends that echoed in the halls of Stanton?   

Or that special professor whose encouragement planted a seed of courage in the heart of a not-so-confident 

student? 

 

Not all of us can make gifts generous enough to get our name on a plaque, but there is another great way to 

leave a legacy:  letter-writing.  A terrific book by Susan B. Turnbull, The Wealth of Your Life ï A Step-by-

Step Guide for Creating Your Ethical Will, creates a framework for composing letters that tell your stories 

and pass on guidelines for living a worthy life.  Turnbull writes, "Wealth. . . is not limited to your material 

assets.  Some of your greatest wealth resides within you and is too valuable to be lost." 

So I've started my letter writing to tell my children and future generations of lessons I've learned the hard way 

and of my gratitude to those who helped me on my path. 

 

 Harry Truman had his own plaque that read, "The buck stops here" and that same finality will be felt by the 

family member stuck inextricably in the role of executor for me, settling my estate.  To help, I've set up a sim-

ple plan that divides the majority of my modest material possessions and funds amongst my family, for my 

first goal is to take care of them.   Nevertheless, I also want my legacy to be about books, knowledge and edu-

cation, and as a gift planning officer, I know how important gifts of all sizes are. So I've designated a small 

percentage of my 401(k) to benefit my local library, my own alma mater, and Wheaton College.   My legacy 

grows with each 401(k) contribution Wheaton and I make.   Moreover, I like to think that my legacy expands 

every time I help an alumna/us  set up an estate gift to Wheaton as well. 

 

Albert Einstein described his life as "ébuilt upon the labors of people, both living and dead."  He took his 

legacy seriously writing, "how earnestly I must exert myself in order to give in return as much as I have re-

ceived." 

 

Think about it.  What is important to you?  What do you want to live on beyond your lifetime? What will your 

legacy be? 
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The market report:   
 

Which way to New Orleans?  Start with lots of advance planning and many creative ideas. Next, bring the 

ideas to market!  Staff members Jessie Durand and Jessica Kuszaj, along with students of the Alternative   

Winter Break Group have been busy raising funds for the annual trip to New Orleans.  The trip was established 

to help in the clean up and restoration efforts, post Hurricane Katrina.  To defray some of the costs of travel the 

group sold baked goods, candied apples, and brightly colored NOLA tee-shirts at the weekly markets in       

addition to their other fundraising efforts of selling raffle tickets and holding a craft fair. The Alternative    

Winter Break New Orleans group will soon be on their way and we wish them the best return of this united 

annual effort for the those still in need in Louisiana. 

        

The farmers' market will return early in the spring semester. The dates will be posted on the college             

calendar.  Faculty, staff, and students are welcome to request a table at the market.  There is no fee for a table 

and the rules are simple - keep it local!  If you are interested, please contact Bernice Morrissey by 

email: bmorriss@wheatoncollege.edu 

 

Happy Holidays and many thanks for your ongoing support.   

Joyfully, 

Bernie 

mailto:bmorriss@wheatoncollege.edu

