
both of these actions are 

valuable and important.  But 

community service is not 

limited to these kinds of 

things—it is a concept that is 

dynamic and, in practice, 

fundamentally conducive to a 

diverse array of activities.  

While it is impossible to rec-

ognize the all of the many 

forms of service, this article 

will put a spotlight on a few 

worthy examples. 

 

Best, 

Aaron Bos-Lun                             

Community Service Intern         

SSSR Office 

Friends, 

SSSR is delighted to present to 

you the second monthly edition 

of our community service news-

letter.  Each month has a 

theme, and this month‟s is 

“The Many Forms of Service”.   

March is an especially appropri-

ate month to focus on how 

many ways one can be of ser-

vice to others and also what 

other aspects of life are at-

tached to service.  In this edi-

tion you‟ll read about an alter-

native spring break trip to New 

Orleans—which was rooted in 

discussing and exploring spiri-

tuality.  You‟ll also read about 

Relay for Life 2009, an enor-

mous and enormously impor-

tant service event at Wheaton 

which celebrates and builds 

community.  Moreover, Presi-

dent Crutcher recently was 

keynote speaker at a cere-

mony recognizing a service 

organization with which Whea-

ton partners.  What these, and 

the many other service-

centered efforts at Wheaton 

indicate is that service can be 

means to many ends—

including but not limited to 

spiritual exploration and com-

munity building. 

We often think of “community 

service” and conjure up im-

ages of raking leaves or visit-

ing a home for the elderly, and 

M A R C H  T H E M E :  T H E  M A N Y  F O R M S  O F  S E R V I C E  

S P I R I T U A L I T Y  A N D  S E R V I C E :   

A L T E R N A T I V E  S P R I N G  B R E A K  T O  N E W  O R L E A N S  

By Erin Kole „12 

A jazz funeral describes the 

Southern tradition in which 

family and friends wail and 

mourn the loss of their loved 

one on the way to the church 

and parade away after the ser-

vice in true joy and celebration 

for the life lived. Similar was 

the attitude in which Wheaton 

students and others from the 

wider Boston/Rhode Island 

area conducted themselves 

while on the alternative spring 

break trip to New Orleans, 

Katrina Relief Urban Plunge 

(KRUP), sponsored by the 

Christian college ministry 

organization, Intervarsity.  

It is difficult to adopt a defini-

tive opinion about the pre-

sent-day situation in New 

Orleans when confronted 

with the disparaged homes 

riddled with weeds whose 

exteriors record the date 

searched and number of 

dead bodies found, while on 

the other hand experiencing 

the overwhelmingly uninhibi-

ted friendliness and grateful-

ness of the locals.   

(continued on page 3] 
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April 4th: Easter Egg  Hunt! 

Different options available 

depending on your interest.  

Children from the local commu-

nity will be coming to campus, 

and you can do anything from 

face paint, play games, or be 

the Easter bunny! 

 

April 21st and 23rd: Arc Camp 

Program 

Children and young teens with 

developmental disabilities will 

be on campus—options are 

endless if you‟d like to be in-

volved 

 

April 29th: Service Mini-

Activities Fair 

Come support this new initiative 

to promote service at Wheaton! 

(Above) KRUP participant 

Elsy Estevez „09 paints a 

New Orleans house 



close to 5,000 events in the U.S. 
alone and events in 20 different coun-

tries.  Relay is about more than fund-
raising, however – it‟s about bringing 

communities together to pay tribute 

to those who have died from cancer 
and to honor cancer survivors.  It‟s an 

overnight team event filled with both 
smiles and tears. 

The seventh annual Relay For Life of 
Wheaton College is “Going Global” in 

its theme this year to mark both the 
25th anniversary of Relay, and the 

renewed emphasis on fighting cancer 

beyond our borders.  Thus Relay 
2009 teams include the likes of 

“Where in the World is Carmen San 
Diego?” and “International Ruggers.”   

One in every five Wheaton students 
will participate in this year‟s Relay, 

making it the largest service-related 
event on campus to date.  If you 

haven‟t come on-board yet, there‟s 

still time.  To register, go to:  

By Josh Begley „10, Colleges 
Against Cancer co-chair 

Do you know what it‟s like to have 
cancer?  Do you know someone 

who has had cancer?  Chances are 

you can answer „yes‟ to at least one 
of these questions.  Despite recent 

progress in the United States in 
treating and detecting cancer, can-

cer is projected to become the 
leading cause of death worldwide 

by next year.  Cancer sees no 
boundaries, be they of race, gender 

or nationality.  Neither, then, 

should the fight against it.  That‟s 
why the American Cancer Society 

recently joined forces with the 
Lance Armstrong Foundation and 

the Susan G. Komen for a Cure to 
renew efforts to prevent and treat 

cancer in developing countries.   

The Relay For Life, now in its 25th 

year, is the American Cancer Soci-

ety‟s signature fundraising event.  
What began as a one-person, day-

long race in Seattle has become an 
international phenomenon, with 

R E L A Y  F O R  L I F E  
“[Relay] is about bringing 

communities together to pay 

tribute to those who have died 

from cancer and to honor cancer 

survivors.” 

M A R C H  E D I T I O N :  F O R M S  O F  S E R V I C E  

www.relayforlife.org/wheatoncollegema. 

(Above) Wheaton fights cancer and builds community at Relay for Life 2008 

(Above) Remembering loved ones 

who are cancer victims and survivors  

(Below) a “luminaria” honoring a 

loved one 

F I G H T I N G  C A N C E R ,  B U I L D I N G  C O M M U N I T Y  

http://www.relayforlife.org/wheatoncollegema


To contact about being featured in future 

editions of the monthly Community 

Service Newsletter,  please e-mail 

bos-lun_aaron@wheatoncollege.edu 

W H E A T O N  C O L L E G E  

Check out our website! 

http://wheatoncollege.edu/sssr/service/ 

At any given moment, a New Orleans native might approach a volunteer and 

launch into their Katrina experience, expressing their gratitude for volunteer aid. 

Others simply wrap their arms around you, sans words. These equal and opposite 

experiences of New Orleans force one to adopt a “jazz funeral” mentality: Take the 

good with the bad and focus on forward motion.  

Wheaton offers two alternative break trips to New Orleans, but what is unique 

about KRUP is that it fosters the intersection between service and spirituality.  

KRUP seeks to offer a safe environment where professed believers in Christ, mem-

bers of other faiths or those of no faith at all can communicate freely about spiri-

tual subjects and ask any questions on their hearts.  

In an environment such as post-Katrina New Orleans where there seems, at times, 

to be no hope, the subject of spirituality is visited. In addition to the site-work dur-

ing the days (wiring houses and painting entire homes) the evenings provided 

group discussions and key note speakers addressing the topic of spirituality and 

service.  

While we may have been reconstructing 

homes, we were also investing in relation-

ships, not only with each other, but with our 

homeowners and neighbors. KRUP‟s multi-

faceted mission resulted in a powerful trip 

that moved many and prompted future 

plans to return to New Orleans, the land of 

jazz, beignets and newfound hope for its 

reconstruction. 

( C O N T I N U E D )  S P I R I T U A L I T Y  A N D  S E R V I C E  

“What is unique about KRUP is 

that it fosters the intersection 

between service and spirituality” 

(Below left) KRUP participants outside a New Orleans 

home they painted 

(Below right) KRUP participants doing electrical work in 

a home in New Orleans devastated by Katrina 

President Crutcher recently was keynote speaker 

at My Turn‟s achievement recognition ceremony  

at Brockton High School.  Wheaton runs the Higher 

Education Readiness Opportunity (HERO) program, 

one of the programs under My Turn, in which 

Brockton high school students who will be the first 

from their families to attend college, pair up with 

Wheaton mentors.  Through this, the high school 

students get a better sense of college life and de-

velop the abilities and confidence to acquire—and 

excel during—a college education. 

P R E S I D E N T  C R U T C H E R :      

K E Y N O T E  S P E A K E R  


