ASSOCIATION NEWS

Take my photo. Dance with me. Fill my plate with

pasta. Commission me for active military duty.
Somebody stop that runaway baby! Break out the

umbrellas—it’s so sunny. Wow, what a Reunion!
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ASSOCIATION NEWS

Words to live by

Some experiences are just unforgettable.
For Jane Lancellotti ’76 it was her intern-
ship in London working as a research assis-
tant to the editors of The Letters of Virginia
Woolf. That happened 32 years ago, but
the writer and editor is still talking about it

because it was a pivotal moment in her life.

“It was the first time that | got a real feel
for the life of a writer. It was tremendously
moving—and | don’t only mean emotion-
ally, I mean mentally—to hold the papers,
diaries and letters. This is where | discov-
ered what it meant to live a writer’s life,”
she told students in Professor of English
Claire Buck’s “Modern Fiction” class dur-
ing a campus visit this spring. The class
was studying Woolf’s novel Mrs. Dalloway.
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Annie Laurie Malarkey '09

Lancellotti ended up with the internship
after finding a letter in Wheaton'’s career
planning office from editor Nigel Nicolson.
He was seeking a graduating student to
help with the compilation of volume four
of Woolf’s letters. Describing herself as
someone who can recall where she was
the first time she read Woolf’'s A Room
of One’s Own—©verett Hall, fourth floor,
bathtub—Lancellotti said she jumped at the
opportunity.

Since that internship she has built a ca-
reer in writing that has taken her from her
first job coming up with lipstick names at
Estée Lauder cosmetics to writing sketches
for The Tracy Ullman Show and trailers for
feature films like Gorillas in the Mist and

Running on Empty. She also appeared in
the 1994 film Babyfever, for which she
wrote her own part.

For many years, Lancellotti, an English
literature major, was a vice president and
creative director at Saatchi & Saatchi, New
York, a global award-winning advertising
agency. During her advertising career, she
worked on campaigns for more than 200
products and services. Her most notable
and award-winning work has been seen
on MTV for Rock the Vote, which she
helped create, as well as the Northwest
Airlines Asia series campaign, and Burger
King’s “BKTV—I Love This Place!” cam-
paign.

Recently, Lancellotti, who is married to
Clyde Phillips, the executive producer of
the Emmy-nominated Showtime drama,
Dexter, joined the staff of Narrative
Magazine (www.narrativemagazine.com).
The online literary journal publishes the
same writers as The New Yorker, free. She
serves on the magazine’s advisory board,
supports development, judges literary
contests, and is an editor as well as
contributor.

Buck said she was very excited to have
Lancellotti speak to students in her classes.
“Jane gave the students a wonderful
insight into the writer’s life, using her own
experiences as a writer to help the students
understand Woolf,” she said. “She shared
her rare collection of photographs of
Woolf and handed around a postcard from
Virginia Woolf, letting each student hold
it. There is nothing like handling artifacts
such as this. We all came away with a
richer understanding of Woolf’s place in a
living culture of people and places.”

English major Leigh Lanocha 09, who
spent her junior abroad in England and
loves British literature, said Lancellotti’s
visit was particularly inspiring to her as a
graduating senior. “To learn about a fellow
Wheaton graduate’s unique experiences
and significant contributions to the literary
world makes me hopeful about my own
future academic and occupational
endeavors.” [&



