
EDUCATION MINOR 
Elementary Education (Grades 1—6) 

 
Minimum courses required: 10 
 
 Students must complete a major concentration in a liberal arts discipline relevant to elementary education.   
 Please consult with the Education coordinators to determine appropriate subjects for the major. 
 
 Arts, Humanities and Sciences Distribution Courses Work for Early Childhood Education 
 Students must also take approximately nine courses, equivalent of 36 semester hours of credit in the following areas: 
 psychological foundations, children’s literature, sciences, mathematics and the social sciences. These requirements 
 are normally met through the careful selection of liberal arts courses that also fulfill Wheaton’s general requirements. 
 Consult with the Education coordinators for a list of recommended courses. 
 
 Massachusetts Test for Educator Licensure (MTEL)* 
 The Initial License in Massachusetts is reciprocal with most other states and can be arranged through contacting  
  the State Department of Education in the other state(s) in which you are interested. 
 
        *Passing score on both sections of the MTEL Communication and Literacy Licensure Test before the   
        fall of senior year. 
 

         *Passing score on MTEL General Curriculum Test before student teaching.  
 

         *Passing score on MTEL Foundations of Reading Test before completion of student teaching and graduation.  
  
  *Students must achieve a cumulative GPA of 2.67 (B-) and a minimum grade of B- in curriculum courses  
    to enter the student-teaching practicum.   
  
 Social Standing  
 The Education Department will ask the Dean of Students to certify that students are in good social standing in the Wheaton  
  community prior to any fieldwork placement.  If a student is not in good standing s/he will not be placed in a pre-practicum or  
 practicum setting. 
 
Course requirements                Semester taken 
 

Pre-Practicum Courses 
 
TWO courses from the following: EDUC 240: Multiple Perspectives on Literacy  
    EDUC 250: Schooling in America  
    EDUC 260: Teaching and Learning  
 
1.  __________________________________       ______________ 
 
2.  __________________________________       ______________ 
 
3.  MATH 133: Mathematical Concepts         ______________ 
 
4. MATH 141: Introduction to Statistics        ______________ 
 
5.  EDUC 251: Special Education        ______________  
 
6.  PSY 203: Developmental Psychology        ______________  
 
7.  EDUC 385: Teaching Math and Science       ______________ 
 
8.  EDUC 390: Teaching Reading and Language Arts        ______________ 
       
Practicum Courses (senior year) 
 
9.  EDUC 496: Student Teaching Practicum in the Public School (2.5 credits)    ______________  
 
10. EDUC 495: Seminar in Teaching Methods (1 credit)      ______________ 
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Elementary Education Licensure Program 
Suggested Courses 

 
 (Courses in bold are recommended by the Education Department; those with √√ are highly recommended.) 
 
Science (choose at least two, one life, one physical) 
 
 LIFE SCIENCE 
INT 110: Ponds to Particles √√ 
BIO 101: Introduction to Biology √ 
BIO 115: Natural History of N.E. Forests √ 
BIO 207: The Biology of Exercise √ 
BIO 111: Ecology and Evolution 
BIO 112: Cells and Genes 
BIO 201: Environmental Science 
BIO 205: Nutrition 
BIO 215: Ecology 
BIO 226: Comparative Animal Behavior 
BIO 231: Marine Biology 
BIO 244: Introductory Physiology 
BIO 262: Plant Biology 
 
 PHYSICAL SCIENCE 
INT 111: Ponds to Particles √√ 
CHEM 103: Chemistry and Your Environment √ 
CHEM 104: The Chemistry of Life √ 
PHYS 107: The Physics of Music and Sound √ 
PHYS 110: Electronic Circuits √ 
AST 140: The Solar System √ 
PHYS 160: Geology 
AST 130: The Universe 
AST 305: Observational Astronomy 
 
 
American Literature (choose one) 
  
ENG 286: Children’s Literature √√ 
ENG 232: Romantic Reveries and Revolutionary Visions 
ENG 235: Empire, Race and the Victorians 
ENG 247: African American Women’s Literature 
ENG 253: American Literature to 1865 
ENG 255: Cultural Diversity in American Literature: Civil War to the 
1940s 
ENG 256: The Discourses of Cultural Diversity in U.S. Fiction 
ENG 260: American Voices in Lyric Combat 
 
 
British/World Literature (choose one) 
 
ENG 208: Anglo-Saxon Literature √ 
ENG 246: Modern Irish Literature 
ENG 271: 19th Century Narrative 
ENG 272: Romancing the Novel 

ENG 273: Malcontents, Monarchy and Revenge in Early Modern 
Drama 
ENG 274: Restoration Theatre and Beyond 
ENG 306: Chaucer 
ENG 309: Shakespeare and the Performance of Cultures 
ENG 310: Shakespeare and the Company He Keeps 
ENG 313: Early Modern English Poetry 
ENG 325: The 18th Century Novel 
Other courses may also fulfill the requirement 
 
 
U.S. History/Political Science (choose three) 
 AMERICAN HISTORY 
EDUC 275: Learning in the Social Sciences √√ 
HIST 201: American Colonial History √ 
HIST 202: America: The New Nation 1776-1836 √ 
HIST 203: America: The Nation Divided, 1836-1876 √ 
HIST 205: America between the Wars: 1914-1945 
HIST 206: Modern America: 1945 to the Present 
HIST 209: African American History 1877 
HIST 210: African American History: 1877 to the Present 
HIST 332: Social & Intellectual History of the U.S. to the Civil War 
HIST 338: U.S. Labor History 
HIST 339: Slavery in the Americas 
HIST 340: Gender and Work in the 19th-Century U.S. 
 
 POLITICAL SCIENCE 
POLS 101: The American Political System √√ 
POLS 231: The American Presidency √ 
POLS 115: Introduction to Comparative Politics 
POLS 227: Political Theory: The Renaissance to the American 
Founding 
POLS 229: United States Foreign Policy 
 
 
World History (choose one) 
 
HIST 101: The Development of Modern Europe from the 
Medieval Era to 1789 √ 
HIST 102: The Development of Modern Europe since 1789 √ 
HIST 204: Industry and Empire: The United States, 1876-1914 
HIST 207: Medieval Europe 
HIST 240: German History: 1648 – Present 
HIST 285: History of Science to the Scientific Revolution 
HIST 313: Issues in the History of Women in Europe 
HIST 314: Renaissance, Reformation & Revolution: Europe 1350-
1650 

 
 


